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Poetry in Performance

8th Grade Literature

Goal:  Plan and present a multimedia poetry reading.

Step 1:  Choose a Topic and Poems

Choose a topic and poems that will teach and entertain your audience.  As we learned in our poetry unit, a poem “begins in delight and ends in wisdom” – we delight in a poem’s rhythms, rhymes, images and comparisons, and we find wisdom that touches our own lives.  You will be helping your audience to delight and find wisdom in your poems.

Be sure to choose a topic and poems that you will enjoy researching, reciting, and presenting.
· You will need to choose one topic and two poems for your poetry reading.
Step 2: Prepare Background Material


Research your poems.  You will need to find:

· background information about your poems (the poet, historical context, etc.)

· visual and audio aids to enhance your poetry reading

Step 3:  Practice Interpreting and Reading the Poems


Practice your poems.  Plan how you will read them.  Make notes to help your reading be polished and dramatic.

Step 4: Use Different Media to Create a Presentation

In addition to the visual and audio aids you found in your research, think of what other media elements you can use to add more than words to your poetry reading.  The media elements may help enhance your poetry either educationally or aesthetically.  
· You will need at least four media elements (two per poem).
Step 5: Develop a Script


The script is the outline of your presentation.  You should plan an introduction, a body, and a conclusion.  Because it is a script, write out the words you want to say for each part of the presentation.  Also, write in the script when you plan to use the media elements you have chosen.  You should also include any poetry vocabulary that we have learned to help your audience delight and find wisdom in your poems.  
· The script will be turned in after your presentation.
