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Thinking of buying an instrument?  Beware of ISOs!
Dear Band Parent(s),

As your child progresses into the next level of his or her musical career, I feel it is important to give you as much information as possible to help towards the success of your child’s musical education.  While I recommend the rental program presented at our beginning registration, I recognize that there are other options you may be considering.  Here are a few factors that will help you make the best decision.

Instrument quality is important at every level of musicianship.  Beginners require instruments that are durable because they are still learning how to care for the instrument and have more accidents than experienced players.  That is why maintenance and replacement coverage is important and so highly recommended.  

There are many manufacturers and sellers of instruments, and unfortunately, not all of them make quality their first priority.  I call these low-quality instruments “Instrument-Shaped Objects” or “ISOs.”  ISOs look like instruments and may even sound like instruments for awhile, but they are made of materials that are easily bent or broken, simply cannot be repaired adequately, and become a source of frustration for young students.  

[image: image1.wmf]Would you buy a car with a brand name you didn’t recognize?  Would you buy a car at a flea market?  Probably not, because you would have no guarantee of the car’s quality.  In the same way, it is wise to purchase instruments made by trusted manufacturers from trusted instrument dealers.  Most of us are suspicious of a “too good to be true” price on a car, because we know that a car is an investment, and poor quality workmanship will cost us money later on.  Like an automobile, an instrument is an investment.  A good quality instrument can be used for many years and can be repaired easily by a professional technician. Even an older high quality instrument will be a better investment than a new instrument of poor quality.

Any reputable dealer will allow you the opportunity to have the instrument inspected by your instructor prior to purchase.  High pressure tactics are generally an indication that the seller may not be of the highest standards.  Flea markets and on-line auctions have generally not been good sources of quality musical instruments and often result in parents being victims.  The instrument may look like a great deal, but parents may find that necessary repairs are expensive or impossible.  

(over)

Listed below are several brand names of quality instruments.  In general, I would not feel confident purchasing instruments of other brands.  Most reputable music suppliers offer a low price guarantee: if you find the same instrument at a lower price, they will match that offer.  Thank you for considering these factors when making decisions that will affect your child’s musical future.

Please feel free to contact me if you are unsure about an offer on an instrument or if I can help in any way.

Sincerely,

Miss Kindschi
Director of Bands, St. John Lutheran School
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Suggested Major Brands of Band Instruments:  

[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf]Accent, Armstrong, Artley, Bach, Buffet, Carnegie, Conn, Emerson, Gemeinhardt, Holton, Jupiter, King, LeBlanc, Ludwig, Noblet, Normandy, Pearl, Selmer, Signet, Vito, and Yamaha.
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