(  A Parent’s Guide To Enhancing Your Child’s Musical Experience  (
Congratulations!  Your decision to register your child in band is an important investment in his or her future.  

As a parent, your attitude, support and involvement are the most important factors in your child’s ability to succeed.   Don’t worry if you don’t think of yourself as a musician!  Teaching music is our job.  The best thing you can do is provide encouragement, structure, and the tools for learning.  Here are some things to remember and some guidelines to assist you:

Benefits For Your Child

	· Goal-setting
	· Problem-solving
	· Teamwork

	· Coordination
	· Concentration
	· Memory Skills

	· Self-confidence
	· Poise
	· Personal responsibility

	· Self-expression
	· Sensitivity
	· Creative Thinking


Benefits For Your Family

	· Family listening
	· Family pride
	· Concert attendance

	· Family celebrations
	· Family enjoyment
	· Cultural enhancement


Tips to Help Your Child Practice

· Provide a quality instrument, necessary supplies, lesson book, and play-along CD.  

· Help your child find a quiet place to practice.

· Schedule a consistent time for daily practice.

· See that your child practices 20 minutes a day, 5 days a week.  (For beginners, 15 minutes a day, 5 days a week.) 

· Total practice minutes and sign your child’s practice chart the evening before each lesson.

· Remain nearby during practice sessions.

· Praise your child’s efforts and achievements.  

Things To Do

· Ask for family concerts – perhaps with tickets, programs and popcorn!  

· Listen to your child practice and acknowledge improvement.

· Expose your child to a wide variety of music, including concerts and recitals.  

· Encourage your child to talk with you about his or her lessons.

· Make sure your child’s instrument is always in good working condition.

· Allow your child to play many types of music, not just what we play in lessons.

· Help your child make a minimum one-year commitment to band.

Things Not To Do

· Don’t use practice as punishment.

· Don’t insist that your child play for others when he or she does not want to.

· Don’t ridicule or make fun of mistakes or less-than-perfect playing.

· Don’t apologize to others for your child’s weak performance.

· Don’t start your child on an instrument that is in poor working condition.  

· Don’t expect rapid progress and development in the beginning months.  

Should Your Child Lose Interest

· Discuss the situation with your child to determine why his or her interest is declining.

· Call Miss Grass  -- I always want to know if I can help! 

· Encourage your child to stick with lessons for a specified period of time.

· Offer increased enthusiasm and support.  

