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(  The Purpose of the Band Program at St. John

The purpose of the St. John Band program is to train students in God’s gift of music, which gives a language of worship and a means of creativity and self-expression. 
Band members learn basic principles of music through instruction, participation, experience, and leadership in an environment of encouragement and creativity.  Students build upon these life-long skills in a variety ways, including: 

· understanding music in a variety of contexts 

· serving with their instruments in worship services

· continued study of their instruments in high school and beyond

· using their creative and analytical skills in many vocations

(  Membership Expectation: Year-Long Commitment
Band is designed to be a positive learning experience that students will carry with them throughout their lives.  As the year progresses, students develop a sense of pride in the skills they learn and what they as individuals bring to the whole of the ensemble.   For this reason, enrollment in band is for the entire season, which begin in early September and concludes in late May.  Each member is expected to remain active and committed for the entire year.  Besides helping children to understand commitment, this allows enough time for students to experience the benefits of long-term membership in the band.  In addition, members of the band learn to rely upon one another’s presence and assistance, and commitment for a full year creates continuity within the group.  

Please contact the director if an unusual situation occurs that prohibits a band member from honoring this one-year commitment.

Trial Period for Beginning Band members: Beginning an instrument requires adjustment in schedule, organization, and priorities.  Some students are initially excited about learning an instrument, but lose momentum if they have difficulty balancing band with other activities or find that learning an instrument is work as well as fun.  As a parent, you have significant impact on your child’s success in band.  However, it is possible that you and your child will decide that participation in band is not the best thing for your child this year.  If this is the case, it will probably become clear within a month or two.  For this reason, Beginning Band members are given a trial period until the end of October.  After November 1st, we ask that you honor the year-long commitment.  
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(  Entrance Requirements for St. John Bands
Every child develops at a different pace.  These guidelines are in place to ensure that your child is placed in the band that will provide him or her with the appropriate level of challenge.  

· 5th Grade Band
Students in the 5th Grade Band are in 5th grade or higher.
· Advanced Band

Students in Advanced Band are in 6th-8th grade and have completed the following:

· Page 11 of Essential Elements 2000: Book 2

· Memorized chromatic scale

· Memorized major scales up to 3 flats and 3 sharps

(  Cost: Instrument Rental
Instrument Rental prices differ by instrument.  Refer to a Quinlan and Fabish 

Rental/Purchase Plan form for specific prices.  
Quinlan and Fabish: 

(630) 654-4111

166 Shore Drive

Burr Ridge, Il 60527
(  Rehearsals and Lessons
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Advanced Band
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays      Fine Arts Period
5th Grade Band
Tuesdays
7:30-8:15am (please arrive by 7:20)


Lessons for 5th grade students  contain 1-3 students grouped by instrument and ability.  5th grade lessons are given during the school days on Mondays.  Lessons follow a rotating schedule, ensuring that each student misses as little class as possible.


Sectionals for 6th-8th grade students contain 3-10 students.  Students will be assigned a sectional group and time for the quarter.  Sectionals meet during the following times:

· 7:30-8:05am (before school)
· 12:20-12:45pm (during recess)
All band rehearsals and lessons are in the Music Room.  

(  What does it mean to be on time to band rehearsal?
A student is on time to early morning band rehearsal when he/she is

· in his her/seat

· with all materials

· ready to rehearse

· by 7:30am

Please arrive by 7:20 to allow time for setting up and warming up.  
· Band Materials  

You will need these supplies at every band rehearsal and lesson:  

· pencil

· instrument 

· music stand

· Essential Elements 2000 book

· band music
· Example Lesson Schedule

Mondays

	Time
	Week A
	Week B
	Week C
	Week D

	8:35


	4A
	4E
	4D
	4B

	8:55


	4B
	4F
	4E
	4C

	9:15


	4C
	4A
	4F
	4D

	9:35


	4D
	4B
	4A
	4E

	
	
	
	
	

	1:00


	4E
	4C
	4B
	4F

	1:20


	4F
	4D
	4C
	4A


Lessons rotate each week, ensuring that each student misses as little class as possible.

(  Example Sectional Schedule

	Time
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	7:30-8:05

(Before School)


	Sectional A
	Sectional B
	Sectional C
	Sectional D
	Sectional E

	
	
	
	
	
	

	12:20-12:45
(Recess)


	Sectional F
	Sectional G
	Sectional H
	Sectional I
	Sectional J


Sectional times remain the same for the quarter.

When band rehearsals conflict with school or extra-curricular activities…

There are several opportunities for extra help before school as well as many excellent extra-curricular opportunities at St. John.  Many of our students are involved in multiple activities, and it is inevitable that schedules will occasionally conflict.   In order to accommodate our multi-talented students, the faculty and coaches of St. John have agreed upon the following policies:

· Before-school help: Because each band or sectional rehearses only one morning each week, students should seek before-school help with schoolwork on days other than their band rehearsal or sectional day.   In a special situation, the classroom teacher will give written notice to Miss Kindschi.  

· Combined rehearsals and Concerts: Because the bands perform only three times each year, we ask that you make every effort for your child to attend all concerts and combined rehearsals.  If an unavoidable conflict arises, please notify Miss Kindschi as far in advance as possible.  

When band events occur during the school day… 

Occasionally band members participate in events outside of school during the school day (such as the Lutheran Honor Band Festival in Bloomington, IL).  

In such cases, band members are responsible for 

· notifying their teachers that they will be away 

· obtaining homework before the day of the event
· making up missed work
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(  Practice

Playing an instrument with skill and confidence requires an investment of practice time.  Band members are expected to practice outside of school band rehearsals and lessons.  Practice goals are as follows:


Intermediate and Advanced Band:

100 minutes per week

If you find your child struggling to meet this goal, please contact the director for strategies to help your child stay focused.
Example Practice Chart:

	Date
	Monday

Sept. 12
	Tuesday

Sept. 13
	Wednesday

Sept. 14
	Thursday

Sept. 15
	Friday

Sept. 16
	Saturday

Sept. 17
	Sunday

Sept. 18
	TOTAL

	Minutes Practiced
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Assignment:
	Scale:
	Parent Signature:

	Remember:  




How to fill out your practice chart

1. Record the minutes you practice each day.  

2. The night before your lesson, your parent or guardian should sign your practice chart for the week.  

3. Turn in your practice chart at your lesson.  

The best way to practice is to work a small amount each day.  

For example, divide your 100 minutes into 5 days – that’s just 20 minutes a day.  

If you miss a day, you may practice more minutes each other day to “make up” the time, but do not try to squeeze all of your minutes into one day -- you will probably end up very tired and may hurt the muscles you use to play.  
(  A Parent’s Guide To Enhancing Your Child’s Musical Experience 
Congratulations!  Your decision to register your child in band
 is an important investment in his or her future.
As a parent, your attitude, support and involvement are the most important factors in your child’s ability to succeed.  Don’t worry if you don’t think of yourself as a musician!  Teaching music is our job.  The best thing you can do is provide encouragement, structure, and the tools for learning.  Here are some guidelines to assist you:

Tips to Help Your Child Practice

· Provide a quality instrument, necessary supplies, lesson book, and play-along CD.  

· Help your child find a quiet place to practice.

· Schedule a consistent time for daily practice.

· See that your child practices 20 minutes a day, 5 days a week.  (For beginners, 15 minutes a day, 5 days a week.) 

· Total practice minutes and sign your child’s practice chart the evening before each lesson.

· Remain nearby during practice sessions.

· Help your child focus his/her practice time on the practice assignment for the week.  

· Praise your child’s efforts and achievements.  

Things To Do

· Ask for family concerts – perhaps with tickets, programs and popcorn!  

· Listen to your child practice and acknowledge improvement.

· Expose your child to a wide variety of music, including concerts and recitals.  

· Encourage your child to talk with you about his or her lessons.

· Make sure your child’s instrument is always in good working condition.

· Allow your child to play many types of music, not just what we play in lessons.

· Help your child make a minimum one-year commitment to band.

Things Not To Do

· Don’t use practice as punishment.

· Don’t insist that your child play for others when he or she does not want to.

· Don’t ridicule or make fun of mistakes or less-than-perfect playing.

· Don’t apologize to others for your child’s weak performance.

· Don’t start your child on an instrument that is in poor working condition.  

· Don’t expect rapid progress and development in the beginning months.  

Should Your Child Lose Interest

· Discuss the situation with your child to determine why his or her interest is declining.

· Call Miss Kindschi  -- I always want to know if I can help! 

· Encourage your child to stick with lessons for a specified period of time.

· Offer increased enthusiasm and support.  

(  Essential Supplies List
FLUTE – REQUIRED

· Instrument

· Music stand

· Essential Elements 2000

· Cotton swab


OBOE – REQUIRED

· Instrument

· Music stand

· Essential Elements 2000

· 3 (or more) medium-soft or medium cane reeds

· plastic 35mm film case

· cotton swab

· cork grease


Bb CLARINET – REQUIRED

· Instrument

· Music stand

· Essential Elements 2000

· 1 box Rico Royal reeds #2 1/2

· Cotton swab

· Cork grease


ALTO SAXOPHONE – REQUIRED

· Instrument

· Music stand

· Essential Elements 2000

· 1 box Rico Royal reeds #2 1/2

· Cotton swab

· Cork grease


FLUTE – OPTIONAL

· Essential Elements 2000 play-along CD set (#59-end)

OBOE – OPTIONAL

· Essential Elements 2000 play-along CD set (#59-end)

Bb CLARINET – OPTIONAL

· Essential Elements 2000 play-along CD set (#59-end)

ALTO SAXOPHONE – OPTIONAL

· Essential Elements 2000 play-along CD set (#59-end)

TRUMPET – REQUIRED

· Instrument and mouthpiece

· Music stand

· Essential Elements 2000

· Care kit…

· Valve oil and slide grease

· Mouthpiece brush 

· Cleaning snake


FRENCH HORN – REQUIRED

· Instrument and mouthpiece

· Music stand

· Essential Elements 2000

· Care kit…

· Valve oil and slide grease

· Mouthpiece brush 

· Cleaning snake


TROMBONE – REQUIRED

· Instrument and mouthpiece

· Music stand

· Essential Elements 2000

· Care kit…

· slide oil (not slide cream)

· tuning slide grease

· Mouthpiece brush 

· Cleaning snake


BARITONE – REQUIRED

· Instrument and mouthpiece

· Music stand

· Essential Elements 2000

· Care kit…

· valve oil and slide grease

· Mouthpiece brush 

· Cleaning snake


PERCUSSION KIT – REQUIRED

· Instruments…

        - Practice pad and drum sticks

        - Bells and mallets

· Music stand

· Essential Elements 2000


TRUMPET – OPTIONAL

· Essential Elements 2000 play-along CD set (#59-end)

FRENCH HORN – OPTIONAL

· Essential Elements 2000 play-along CD set (#59-end)

TROMBONE – OPTIONAL

· Essential Elements 2000 play-along CD set (#59-end)

BARITONE – OPTIONAL

· Essential Elements 2000 play-along CD set (#59-end)

PERCUSSION – OPTIONAL

· Essential Elements 2000 play-along CD set (#59-end)

(  Visit the St. John website for the latest information! 

Visit www.stjohnwheaton.org for the latest 

· Schedule information

· News

· Photograph gallery*

· You can even download an extra practice chart!  

*If for any reason you would prefer that your student’s picture not appear on the St. John band webpage, please notify Miss Kindschi.  
(  Parent Volunteer Opportunities

· Concert Monitor:  Serve as extra “eyes and ears” for the director -- supervise one of the three bands from 6:30pm to 7:00pm before a band concert to be sure that students are in their places getting ready to play while the director tunes the bands.  

· Program Creator:  Design the layout and copy the program for a band concert.  

· Concert Usher:  Hand out programs at a band concert.

· Photographer:  Take digital pictures at band events and email them to the director for use on the St. John website.  
· At Large Parent Helpers:  Be willing to consider helping in other ways as the director finds a need.  

(  Contacting Miss Kindschi
Your child’s development is very important to me!  Since you know his or her needs best, I always appreciate hearing your questions or concerns.  

You are always welcome to contact me by phone or email:

668-0701 x512
jkindschi@stjohnwheaton.org
St. John Band 2009-2010 Schedule

Events in bold print involve all band members.

August 26

Fine Arts Period 
First Advanced Band rehearsal 

August 31

before school/recess
6th-8thth grade sectionals begin

Advanced Band members will be assigned a sectional time during the first week of school.

September 1   

7:30-8:15am     
First 5th Grade Band Rehearsal
  

September 14

during school day
5th grade lessons begin


November 17   
7:00pm   

Combined Rehearsal with Bethany 
(St. John gym)
November 18 

 7:00pm   

Fall Band Concert with Bethany

(St. John gym)
December 16

7:00pm

Advent Service (led by students)

Advanced Band plays during this service. 

February 13

all day


IGSMA Solo/Ensemble Contest

Intermediate/Advanced Band members are encouraged to participate. 

March 9   

7:00pm  

March Band Concert    
 (St. John gym)

May 1  

all day   

Lutheran Honor Band Festival 

Selected Advanced Band members participate in this festival in Bloomington, IL.
May 12  

 7:00pm   

Spring Band Concert 
(St. John gym)

May 17   

during school day
Last 5th grade band lessons 
May 18 

7:30-8:15am     
Last Intermediate Band Rehearsal 
May 21  

before school/recess
Last 6th-8th grade band sectionals

May 24   

7:00pm  

Fine Arts Festival 

(St. John gym)

Advanced Band only
 (


(


(
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