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“Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.” Leviticus 19:2

Dear Parents,

It seems impossible that this school year has come to a close!  Thank you for all the care you have shown me this year and for supporting the 1st graders in so many ways.  Know that your families are in my prayers this summer.  You and your children have blessed my life!

Miss Stellwagen

Prayers:
( Thanksgiving for Christ’s care during a wonderful school year of growth and friendship.

( Thanksgiving for the birth of Lauren’s little brother, Lucas.

( Health and comfort to Isabelle as she undergoes surgery this week.  

( Blessings to Drake’s family as they await the arrival of a new baby.

Thursday- Field Day

This Thursday is Field Day!  You are all welcome to join in the fun from 9AM until 12PM.  The PTL will be providing lunch for your child, so there is not need to pack a sack lunch.  There will be regular 3:15PM pickup time.
Friday- Closing Chapel

Please meet your child in the church sanctuary on Friday at 11:30AM for closing chapel.  Students will be dismissed to go home with you following the service at approximately 12PM.

Summer Activities

On Thursday, your children will be bringing home a packet of information and resources to keep their minds fresh for 2nd grade.   The packet includes literacy and math activities to help practice previously learned skills.  I’m also sending home a summer journal.  Please encourage your child to choose at least three days each week to write in the journal.  On the first day of 2nd grade, your children will bring in their summer journals and read their favorite journal entries aloud to the rest of the class.  
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Importance of Summer Reading 

Research shows that the most effective way to increase reading achievement is to read!  Just as the piano player practices daily by playing the piano and the basketball player practices daily by shooting baskets so does the reader practice by reading daily. It is crucial that readers continue practicing even during the summer.  Here are some interesting findings that show the importance of summer reading.

(
Summer reading loss is one factor contribution to the achievement gap in schools (McGill-
Franzen and Allington 2004).

(
Research tells us children who do not read regularly throughout the summer months lose 
approximately three months of reading growth, while those who do read during the summer 
continue to make gains (Routman 2003).

(
Children who read more books fared better on reading comprehension tests in the fall than 
their peers who had read one or no books over the summer (Kim 2004). 

(
Lower-achieving readers read less in school and out of school than higher achieving readers 
(McGill-Franzen and Allington 2004).

(
Better readers read more than poorer readers, supporting the importance of extensive, 
successful reading experiences in the development of reading proficiency (McGill-Franzen 
and Allington 2004).

Please encourage your child to read every day!  Your child can read in the car, before bed, in the yard, share a book as a family, read along with a book on tape…the possibilities are endless!  Be sure to check out the Wheaton Public Library’s reading incentive program I’m sending home on Thursday.  The prizes include Noodles & Company coupons, Mini-Golf coupons, and a free book at their book fair!  You do not need to have a Wheaton Public Library card to participate in the program.  It’s a terrific way for your child to stay motivated to read all summer long.  Happy Reading!

Vacation Bible School

I’d love to see all of your children at Vacation Bible School on July 12 through July 16 from 9AM-11:30AM.  The theme is Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace.  We will dance, laugh, sing, create, run, build, paint, eat, and visit with Joseph along the way.  We would love to have you be a part of the excitement.  I’ll be running the outdoor games and hope to see you then!  You can register online at http://www.stjohnwheaton.org/default.aspx?name=ch_speciale   
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