

“Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.” Leviticus 19:2.
Integrated Unit: Penguins, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

A Closer Look…
Jesus Time

Listen is the theme of our new Bible study unit.  Listen is an important word to parents.  Listen is something you may wish your child would do better.  When you ask your child to listen, you want more than merely hearing words.  You want your child to understand and to take action.

This is also true when God asks us to listen: “Hear the word of the Lord!” (Jeremiah 31:10).  To listen to God’s Word is more than just hearing words in church or Sunday school.  It involves faith and understanding and taking action as the fruit of faith.  Praise God that He sends the Holy Spirit through His Word to enable us to do this very thing.  Listening to God’s Word is so very important because, as Peter said to Jesus, “You have to words of eternal life” (John 6:68).

As a family, listen to the Word of God.  Listen with your ears and listen with your heart.  Listen, and also live God’s Word as the foundation of your every thought, word, and action.  Praise God that through Jesus, being a Christian is not just what you believe, it is who you are!

Joy,

Miss Stellwagen

Additional Prayers:

( Thanksgiving for the continued recovery of Al and Karrie Viscogliosi
Reading/Literacy Centers

Concept Question:  What is changing in our world?

Phonics— vowel sounds of y

         Comprehension— compare/contrast, plot, theme

                  final  ng and nk

                 compound words                          Grammar- action verbs, verbs that add –s,                                                    

                 ending –es, Plural –es                                              verbs that do not add -s

      r-Controlled or, ore
                                                                           Phonemic Awareness—blend and segment            
**Reader’s Theatre:

We’ll be performing several reader’s theater this month using non-fiction scripts about penguins.

Writing

Organization—list, story response, greeting card, letter

Handwriting

( circle back motion 

( corrective strategies

Mathematics
During the next few weeks, our math class will be learning and practicing place value through 100.  
math vocabulary:
one ten- ten objects in a group, or 10 ones

one hundred- ten groups of 10 ones

is greater than and is less than- terms used when comparing two numbers

before, after, between- terms used when ordering numbers
Calendar Time math practice:

In addition to our math units, students review and practice math concepts every morning during Calendar Time.  These include: calendar, place value, counting coins, greater than/less than, even or odd, skip counting, tallies, clock, and geometric shapes.

Science
Penguins

Objectives:

1.  Students will recognize that there are several kinds of penguins, and that they all live south of the equator.

2.  Compare and contrast penguins to other birds.

3.  Explain how a penguin fits into a food chain.

4.  Describe how penguins care for their chicks.

5. Explore penguins in fiction and non-fiction literature.

6.  Share their learning experience with family and friends.

**Students are welcome to bring any “penguin” items they may have at home to share with the class.

Social Studies

Question Asked and Answered:  Why is Martin Luther King Day a national holiday?

Objectives:  

1.  Students understand that societies are diverse and have changed over time.

2.  Students identify various national holidays and the heroism and achievements of the people associated with them.

3. Students understand how Martin Luther King Jr. spoke out for civil right and led protests and marches demanding fair laws for all people.

4. Students understand Rev. King’s dream of a world free of hate, prejudice, and violence.

5. Students understand that Rosa Parks was a courageous African-American woman whose action resulted in a change of rules and a victory for all people.

Black and White Day

On Friday, January 29th I would like the students to wear black and white clothing to school—it will be “black and white” day in our classroom.  The students will be performing their Penguin Reader’s Theaters, playing penguin games, and making a special penguin treat.  I will send a reminder home on Thursday of that week.    

Tacky the Penguin

We will be reading the series of Tacky the Penguin books, written by Helen Lester.  Tacky is definitely a different sort of penguin.  He doesn’t exactly fit in with the pretty penguins, Goodly, Lovely, Angel, Neatly, and Perfect.  However, when Tacky’s odd behavior saves the day, the other penguins realize that he’s a very nice bird to have around.

Starting next week, our classroom’s Tacky the Penguin will be coming home with one child each night.  When it’s your child’s turn to bring Tacky home, have him/her share with you some of Tacky’s antics from the stories we’re reading.  Then, help your child dress Tacky in “tacky” clothing, and assist him/her in writing a description of Tacky’s new style.  If you have access to a public library, I encourage you to reread some of these books at home with your child as well.  Thanks for your help!      
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