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“Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.” Leviticus 19:2

Integrated Unit: Christmas

A Closer Look…

Jesus Time

Waiting is the theme of our new unit of Bible study.  We know that waiting is hard for a child, especially waiting for a birthday, and especially waiting for Jesus’ birthday!

In this unit we will hear of the anticipation of God’s people in Old Testament times as they waited for the promised Messiah to come.  We will learn that God continued to reassure them that this Savior would bring forgiveness and eternal life.  

We will see that God, knowing the time was right, sent John to prepare the way for the Savior.  The day finally arrived and the Savior Jesus was born!

What a time for celebration—for all!  Christmas is not a “cultural celebration.”  Jesus came for all people of all cultures.  The Kindergarteners are learning the importance of sharing this message so all people can know Jesus and be saved.      

In addition to our Waiting unit, we are having daily advent devotions.  This is an opportunity for the children to listen to God’s Word and prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth.  I encourage you to make advent devotions a priority at home as well.   It will bring you peace and a Jesus focus during the rush of the Christmas season.

Joy,

Miss Stellwagen

Additional Prayers:

( We especially want to keep the Viscogliosi family in our prayers (1st grade family).  Al will be receiving a kidney from Karrie this week, Thursday.  We pray for God’s guidance on the hands of the nurses and doctors who care for them, good health and a speedy recovery for Al and Karrie, and peace and comfort to the whole family during this time.   

( Thanksgiving for the addition of two new friends, Amica and Tyson, into the Kindergarten class.
( Thanksgiving and praise for the many ways God continually provides for us here at St. John.

Literacy

Concept Question:  Where do animals live?

Comprehension— realism and fantasy, sequence, preview and predict, recall and retell

Writing—Grammar: adjectives for size, colors, and numbers

Speaking and Listening—listening for setting

Jolly Phonics Sounds:  j, oa, ie, ee, or, z, w, ng, v

Handwriting

( letter size 

( stroke directions

Mathematics
During the next weeks, our math class will be learning about time and using a calendar.  The following concepts will be covered:

-time of day

-days of the week

-months of the year

-longer time, shorter time

-ordering events

-hours and minutes

-estimating with time

-time to the hour

-matching digital and analog clocks

-relating time to events

Vocabulary:

yesterday  The day before today.

hour  A unit of time that is 60 minutes

clock  A tool to measure and record time.

hour hand The shorter hand that points to the hour on a clock.

minute hand The longer hand that points to the minutes on a clock.
Christmas Literature

We’ll be taking a close look at four classic Christmas stories in the next weeks.  These books include The Mitten by Jan Brett, How The Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss, The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg, and will be comparing several versions of The Nutcracker.  We’ll be doing writing, art, and math activities using these books.  Our last week of school together before break will also include Polar Express Day!  More information about the day will be coming to you soon.

Swedish Christmas

We are learning about Swedish Christmas traditions, and will be celebrating Santa Lucia Day on December 13th.   On this day, we will be visit other classrooms on our Santa Lucia procession, sing the Santa Lucia Song, and wear the traditional dress.  This is an engaging way to learn how the birth of Christ is celebrated across many cultures.
Advent Service

Just a reminder that Wednesday Advent worship services have begun at 12:15 PM and 7:00 PM.  The school Advent Worship Service is on December  16th at 12:15 PM and 7:00 PM.  The Kindergarteners have been working hard with Miss Kindschi on the songs they will sing at the service. 

Nutcracker Field Trip

Thanks to the help of our PTL, the K/1 class will be going to the Dance West Ballet performance of the Nutcracker at North Central’s Pfeiffer Hall on Thursday, December 17th at 10AM.   Please return the permission slip sent home ASAP.  We will be leaving St. John at 9:30AM and will need six drivers to join us for the performance.  Please let me know on the permission slip if you are able to attend.  Each child is expected to bring a car booster seat for the trip.  A reminder will be sent home.  Thanks!
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