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“Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.” Leviticus 19:2

Integrated Units:  Owls

A Closer Look…

Jesus Time

In the weeks following Easter, I have been struck by the powerful witness your children have provided me as we rejoice in our redemption and final victory with Christ in heaven.  I wanted to share this story I came across this week.    

The Bible says we must be like a child to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 18:2-4).   Just what does that mean?!   I've heard people say this means we must have the faith of a child, but what does that mean?  Here's the straight scoop, through a little story from my past:
I remember my daughter when she began toddling, then walking.   She was a little bundle of energy!   Our house was her whole world.   She didn't know what was outside it, at least not past her yard. She didn't understand the vastness and complexity of what was beyond her own little world.

Well, she and I began going for walks around the neighborhood, ranging far and wide.   Once the house was out of sight, she could not return on her own.   She was lost.   She had no idea where to go or what to do, or even if she was safe.

Yet as we crossed one street after another, she held my hand and knew deep in her heart that she was safe.  She knew her father loved her and would always do what was best for her.  She knew her father would protect her from all harm and guide her in the best way to go, every single time.  All she had to do was hold his hand and do what he told her to do and she would have fun along the way, whether she knew where she was going or not!

She didn't get scared or hesitate.  She embraced the trip down strange new streets as an adventure, with full confidence in her father.  That's how Jesus said we should be; like a child.  It's called faith.

As the end of the school year quickly approaches, I praise God for the everyday witness each 1st grader gives; teaching us to have faith like a child, without hesitation.  Thank you for nurturing them in that faith and for sharing them with me.

Miss Stellwagen

Prayers:
( Thanksgiving for moms, as they teach and model Christ’s unconditional love for us.

( Thanksgiving for the good health and speedy recovery of Tristan and Mrs. Jahnke.

Reading/Literacy Centers

Concept question:  How are people and animals important to one another?

Phonics— 


Vowel sounds in oi, oy, aw, au


Prefixes un-, re- 

Comprehension—

          Main idea, draw conclusions, theme, plot, compare and contrast

Grammar—


Pronouns, Using I and me
Vocabulary—


Homonyms, multiple-meaning words

Writing

Letters- format

Using voice 

Handwriting

( Knowing their best handwriting and using it all the time
Mathematics
In the month of May, math class will be focusing on measurement and time.  

Measurement Vocabulary:

centimeter
inch

shorter/longer

shorter/taller

heavier/lighter

Time Vocabulary:

minute

hour

hour hand

minute hand

Owls

Literature:  We’ll be taking a very close look at the classic stories: Owls at Home by Arnold Lobel, Owl Moon by Jane Yolen, and Owls in the Family by Farley Mowat.  These books inspire great discussion and class work covering areas such as friendship, family, life science, and problem solving.

Classroom Owl Visit: Willowbrook Wildlife Center’s Raptor Outreach Program will be coming to our classroom on May 10th.  We’ll learn about the natural history of birds of prey by getting an up close look at biofacts (wings, skulls, feet, pictures). The program ends with a presentation of live owls.
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50 Hecto!

We are in great need of volunteers for the 50 Hecto on Saturday, May 8th at 8 AM.  It’s a wonderful way to support the school, have fun, and meet more church and school families.  If you’re interested in helping out, contact Bill White (630) 251-4474 or leave your name at the school office. 
♥ 100 Meter Youth Run 

♥ 50 Meter Kid's Run

♥ 5K Kid’s Challenge Run with Miss Stellwagen

♥ All proceeds will benefit St. John School!

