Summer Activity Suggestions

Reading:

-Review High Frequency Words (sheet attached).

-Read picture books/phonics skill books to build fluency and expression.

-Read for interest and for challenge.

-Take turns reading with your child either line-by-line, page-by-page, or book-by-book.

-Continue to read to you child, as they will learn necessary skills by your modeling.

-Play the Popcorn Game.  Read until you want the other person to read, and they say “Popcorn!” and they have to know when to start reading.

-Have your child read to a variety of people such as: siblings, cousins, grandparents, neighbors, etc.

-Practice reading signs, recipes, menus, food labels, magazines, newspaper headlines, etc.

-Find a good time to read at least 20 minutes every day.

-Use the Wheaton Public Library summer incentive program as a way to motivate your child to read!  The reading tracker is included in your child’s folder.  

Before or while reading:

-Predict what the story will be about by looking at the cover.

-Take a picture walk.  Tell the story using only the pictures.

-Predict throughout the story.

-Ask comprehension questions (sheet attached).

After reading:

-Talk about characters, setting, problem, solution.

-Retell the story in their own words.

-Think of a new ending for the story.

-Write a summary for the story.  Write three sentences: 

What happened in the beginning? Middle?  End?

-Sequence the events of the story.

-Read another version of a story and compare.

-Read stories by the same author.
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Math:

Facts +/- sums 

-Make flash cards out of index cards.

-Play bingo- make a game board and put answers in each box.  They make up problems to solve that equal the answers written.  

-Practice for speed and accuracy.

Time

-Read clocks both digital and analog to the hour and half hour.

-Talk about time in relation to what you and your child do during that time (i.e. It’s 7:00AM, it’s time to get up.  It’s 6:00PM, it’s time to eat dinner).

-Practice reading a calendar.  Discuss the amount of days that are in the month and what day of the week things happen on.  Let your child keep his/her own calendar where they write their own events on each date.  Continue to practice saying/writing the date.  

Money

-Continue to identify and add coins to $1.00.

-Have your child help you count out coins to pay a cashier or count out the change returned at the store.

-Set up a pretend story.

Number sense

-Practice counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s.

-Put random number in order from smallest to largest.

-Practice greater than and less than, odd and even, and making tally marks.

Problem solving

-Dictate problems for your child to solve (i.e. Mom baked 10 cookies but you ate 5 of them.  How many cookies are left?)

-Have you child write their own word problems about objects around the house for you to solve.

Math Language



ADD:







SUBTRACT:


plus

both





minus


sold


in all

all together




left


less

Math packets:

The class loves doing math packets!  I will have a supply of math packets outside the 1st grade classroom throughout the entire summer.  Your child knows what math packet he/she is on and is welcome to take a new math packet at any time.  The math packets have fun activities that reinforce all the topics discussed above.

Writing:

-Use the Summer Journal to write at least three times per week.  Your child will share his/her favorite journal page on the first day of 2nd grade.  If you need extra journal pages, I will keep them outside my classroom.  

-Write letters to family or friends.

-Have your child write your grocery list for you.

-Practice story writing.

-Writing helps you child practice punctuation, capitalization, handwriting, spelling, and reading!

Technology:

-Have your child listen to or read aloud with a book on tape.

-Allow your child to learn by using the computer.  

-Computer games build skills in a fun way.

-Typing a journal entry or emailing a friend practices writing, reading, and keyboarding skills.

Helpful websites:

Math practice and interactive games:

http://www.thatquiz.org/
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skills_1st.htm
http://www.harcourtschool.com/menus/math_advantage.html
http://www.primarygames.com/games.htm
http://www.learningbox.com/base10/BaseTen.html
Reading practice and interactive games:

http://www.sadlier-oxford.com/phonics/student.cfm
http://www.primarygames.com/games.htm
http://www.starfall.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/laac/story/sbi.shtml
Make your own handwriting practice sheets:

http://www.handwritingforkids.com/handwrite/manuscript.htm
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High Frequency Word List

	in

on

way

and

take

up

get

help

use

eat

her

this

too

saw

small

tree

your

home

into

many

them

catch

good

no

put

want

be

could

horse

old

paper

live

out

people

who

work

down

inside

now
	there

together

around

find

food

grow

under

water

also

family

new

other

some

their

always

become

day

everything

nothing

stays

things

any

enough

ever

every

own

sure

were

away

car

friends

house

our

school

very

afraid

again

few

how
	read
soon

done

know

push

visit

wait

before

does

goodbye

oh

right

won’t

about

enjoy

give

surprise

worry

would

colors

draw

drew

great

over

show

sign

found

mouth

once

took

wild

above

eight

laugh

moon

touch

picture

remember

room
	stood

thought

across

because

dance

only

opened

shoes

told

along

behind

eyes

never

pulling

toward

door

loved

should

wood

among

another

instead

none

against

goes

heavy

kinds

today

built

early

learn

science

through

answered

brothers

carry

different

poor




Comprehension Questions:

-Do any characters do things that you think are good?

-Do you know anyone like the characters in the story?

-What do you like about the way the author has written the story?

-What was the most exciting thing that happened in the story?

-Do you like/dislike the characters in the story?  Why?

-What was the funniest part of the story?  Why?

-Do any of the characters change in the story?

-Who are the main characters in the story?

-What did the author have to know about to write this book?

-Were you about to guess what was going to happen at the end of this story?

-What happened in the story?

-What do you remember most about the story?

-Can you think of another way the story might have ended?

-What is the setting of the story?  

-Choose one character.  Why is this character important in the story?

-What do you think was the best part of the story?  Why?

-Did the story take place a long time ago?

