Feb 5, 2010
Upcoming
Valentine’s Day is coming up and we’ll be making mail bags. Do make some to give to class members at home! (Creative is the key) Consider making one for Jesus also…

What’s Up?
--I was amazed to find out the class had never heard of eraser tag. Now it is the class game for indoor recess with Lauren as queen—at the moment! Jordan is trying to figure out a way to wrap the eraser in her pony tail.
--Sam, Joshua, and I made the folded paper base for the Shiloh group project. Galley display is next Monday. Wednesday Lauren added a pop up title/author to her group’s work. Jordan checked the book for description and added that for “setting”. Sam and Ed started characters. Maddie and Bella did a good job with scene paraphrasing.
--Ed’s uncle shared emailed pictures of the Haiti Red Cross boat he works with. That brought the whole thing home to us. Ed is the class rep to the Haiti committee, one child from each class grades 2-8.  On Wednesday, they brainstormed what St. John might do. They’ve decided they want to send toys and activities in shoe boxes to some of the children there. I’m working on how we might ship that. Because the idea originated from this group of kids, I’m hopeful that God will open a door for us to get their shoe boxes down there and touch the lives of at least some children there.

--We’re reading The City of Ember in story time. Josh has been predicting various events. He was right on his prediction about the generator. We’ll see if his next one also comes true. This predicting happens to be a metacognitive skill we worked on back at the beginning of the year. It was nice to hear it in action!

--The middle school teachers chose the SEL skill of dealing proactively with stress as our focus for second semester. In 5th grade we’ll look at recognizing stress, finding out our baggage as we respond to triggers, and how to jump-start our brain with deep breathing. I’m planning to put my SEL (social emotional learning) lessons into each religion unit for the rest of the year. Wednesday I introduced it by getting the kids to brainstorm “Body Talk”. Maddie added sweating as one and Bella talked about a feeling that wanted to shove back.
--We are in our new second semester schedule now and it was a bit confusing Thursday. Jordan even forgot the end of day routine where we recite Psalm 23 each afternoon before we go. It’s lucky that Maddie puts up the daily schedule for us!
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