Jan 15, 2010
Upcoming
--No school Monday or Tuesday
What’s Up?
--I passed out homophone packets earlier in the week. Each individualized packet was based on the original test. I’m hoping that the review helps them remember the common homophones. Jordan actually went home the first night and did them all! She said she was bored so she just decided to go at it! She and Bella worked through a whole set of them where you poke through the correct hole with a paperclip. They both only missed one! (out of about 95)
--We played Pictionary as a way to introduce the story of Gideon. Bella drew a really good well but couldn’t get her team to figure it out. Then I told the story and had them raise their hands each time I said one of the words. Josh was especially good at this.

--Speaking of religion, we’re doing the judges right now and the stories are quite exciting. Maddie went to music one morning just as I was telling about Deborah. Miss Kindschi stood back and nodded so I finished it off where a woman pounds a tent peg through Sisera’s head while he slept. Oh how they love to see the evil guy get it! Maddie said something like—at least I didn’t miss the exciting part.

--Ed and Maddie did group conferences for their newest writing this week and Lauren published so we got to hear the story of Lost Grizzly.

--You may have heard your child doing a rather strange stomp-clap chant. We’re memorizing the subject pronouns using some kinetic ways to remember. We sit on our desks for the clap chant that goes with the object pronouns. Then we do this kind of “cheer” for the helper verbs. I had individuals do some alone. Lauren said, “Don’t embarrass me,” after Sam did one set alone.  Grammar has been rather interesting this week. Maddie was quick to recognize the correct pronoun antecedent and everyone had fun putting one side of a sentence with another to make a correct subject-verb match.

--Probably the most fun we had this week was acting out God working through Gideon. Sam played Gideon quite well. Josh, Jordan, and Maddie had flashlights in bags which they pulled off after Sam shouted. They blew their paper trumpets upon which Ed, Bella, and Lauren (playing the Midianites) began fighting each other. Then they took off as the Israelites pursued and killed them. Deaths are always such opportunities for drama…
I wish you could see all the K Crew when they’re back in the corner reading. Two of them are on the bean bag and everyone else leans on pillows, reading away in contented silence. Shiloh is a very good book—Friday’s Book Talk had all sorts of thoughtful comments.

New Spelling words




   

New Memory
None








none

