Nov 20 , 20009

Upcoming
Thanksgiving week no school Mon-Friday, return on Nov 30

Dec 4 Religion test

* Just a note: If your child didn’t mention it, during chapel Thursday, Mrs. Galoway told the children that the school will definitely be here until the end of the school year. It appears that the funding drive has been wonderful, particularly with school and church people working hard to come up with ideas for funds. She is confident now and told the kids, “I wouldn’t say this if it weren’t true.” So—good news!

What’s Up?
--Your child probably mentioned what happened with our personal offerings for the school which totaled $61.68. We received a letter marked: To Mrs. Kammrath’s Class: Open Immediately—ASAP. Inside was a check for $616.80 and a letter from a lady in St. John’s congregation. She said that she had been inspired by the sacrifice the children made with their own money to save the school. So she decided to give proportionately. She challenged us to figure out what percentage increase she gave and if correct—she would give an additional gift! Kids immediately went to the board and Sam got out his calculator. She said we could ask an 8th grader so Ed got his brother who showed the class some algebra. I wrote a return letter which the kids all signed and added comments. The power of sacrifice as a witness—here it is!!!

--Bella and Macki won in the Proper Noun sort with Sam, Josh, and Ed about 1 second behind. Wednesday we played a dragon game 4 versus 4 which was fun. The second game came down to one question.

--Josh and Ed published this week. Ed’s goal was to get some in the audience to cry and he succeeded! 

--Jordan is once again leading a Book Talk group. It’s a delight to watch her come up with her own questions as well as use the discussion skills taught. I wish you could be a fly on the wall and hear the group conversations going on about books!

--On Tuesday we made a 2-D model tabernacle. We talked about the items in our church that match the furnishings in this God-directed tabernacle. 
--Because the Spanish teacher was ill, I got to have the kids for a period Wednesday. We played 1-2-3 Shoot where opponents stand back to back, walk 3 paces and turn around with a number card on the forehead. The player already knows his/her own card, so sees the opponent’s card and must be first to give the product. I thought this might help with the multiplication flash card push that is on for them right now in math. Nobody wanted to go up against Sam! Next we played a number game where I call out various adding and subtracting numbers as kids slide their fingers along the grid. The goal is to correctly end up with the target number after several operations. Most did quite well with this and I paid off in jelly beans.

--I’ve been teaching 4 paragraph essay writing ending with the speeches today. Lauren is the master with revision, though Bella was smart and grabbed the classroom thesaurus. Maddie was sure she couldn’t add 5 more adjectives and 2 livelier verbs, but sure enough—she did! Adding eye contact to speeches Friday was a challenge but they did well.
New Spelling words




   

New Memory
Waterproof
teaspoon
grasshopper
homesick

Trust in the Lord with all your heart

Barefoot
courthouse
earthquake
rowboat

and lean not on your own 

Scrapbook
countryside
lightweight
fishhook

understanding Prov 3:5

Spotlight
blindfold
whirlpool
tablespoon

Greenhouse
postcard
hummingbird
thumbtack
