Oct. 23 , 20009

Upcoming
--Fri, Oct 30 Family Fun Night 5:00
What’s Up?
--I’m now seeing lit. journal prompts with more thoughtful answers. Maddie in particular is getting several pluses on her Number the Stars entries. Students who add reference to the text, project beyond the text, compare the text to real life or world events, or who write particularly insightful comments earn the plus. Six pluses per book makes for an A. Three make for a B. The goal is for students to comment meaningfully on what they read.

--As we’ve worked on business letters and took the test Thursday, Lauren was one who got 100% on it-- even had the colon correctly placed.

--Meanwhile, Sam changed the friendly letter assignment into his own words to make it a bit more humorous. He did the same with the letter test.

--In writing Thursday we played a team game challenging groups to come up with new adjectives for specific nouns using one of the 5 senses. Ed ended up standing so that he could get his word in quickly (and he did really well too)
--Because of the game, Jordan didn’t get time to finish her cover but she is stenciling the title and will get the teaser on the back before she binds it. We were just given a place to store our books on Wednesday when the school secretary found a rack and put it out for us. Right timing!

--Bella’s religion test goes up on the exemplar bulletin board once again for thoughtful answers to short essay questions on Luther.

--I finished The Shadow Children this week. It ends rather abruptly with what Bella calls a “realistic ending” which Macki didn’t particularly like. She had a happy ending figured out where the main character could escape through a secret passage. We’ve started a chuckle book called Max and Me and the Time Machine. I suppose you’ll be hearing about it!
--Speaking of Luther, Macki got pretty involved in the DVD that I showed over a few days which gave particularly the visual learners a good overview of Luther’s life. Fortunately for Josh, even though he missed the start, he knew the movie well enough to anticipate what was coming.

--You may have heard that we wrote letters to Honduras orphans. I picked out 9 names of children close in age to our 9. The K Crew wrote drafts. Hannah’s was particularly thought out and lengthy so her girl should be pretty pleased. I’m working with the Overstreets who came to talk to us to get the letters to the orphanage down there. It must go to the district church pastor and from there probably by foot or jeep to the mission. Quite a trip for our letters. I’ve got some pictures of us with the cover letter. I asked the Overstreets if we should sent return postage costs and I think they’ll probably say yes. Mr. Overstreet sent the pastor there an email asking the questions the kids had—like if they had a camera to take pictures with and if they had paper. I think we’ll include 9 sheets just in case.
New Spelling words







New Memory
Snore

tornado

spare

appear     I am the living bread that came down from 

Career

square

report

prepare    heaven. If anyone eats of this bread,
Pioneer

chair

beware

smear
    he will live forever  John 6:51a
Repair

sword

ignore

order

Engineer
resort

volunteer
declare

